To:  Russo,  Rebecca[Russo. Rebecca@epa.gov];  McGrath,  Shaun[McGrath. Shaun@epa.gov]; 

Card,  Joan[Card. Joan@epa.gov];  Smith,  Paula[Smith. Paula@epa.gov];  Gray, 

David[gray. david@epa.gov];  Maier,  Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov];  Zito,  KellyfZITO. KELLY@EPA.GOV]; 
Bowles,  Jack[Bowles. Jack@epa.gov];  Rupp,  Mark[Rupp. Mark@epa.gov]; 
'R8_documentation_unitJeader@epa.gov'['R8_documentation_unit_leader@epa.gov'] 

From:  Higuchi,  Dean 

Sent:  Wed  8/26/2015  5:1 8:45  PM 

Subject:  RE:  EPA  Releases  Internal  Report  on  Gold  King  Mine  Response 


R9  Congressional  done  too 


Thanks! 


Dean  Higuchi 

Press  Officer/Congressional  Liaison/Public  Affairs 
US  EPA,  Region  9,  Hawaii  Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov 
808-541-2711 


From:  Russo,  Rebecca 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  26,  2015  6:39  AM 

To:  McGrath,  Shaun;  Card,  Joan;  Smith,  Paula;  Gray,  David;  Maier,  Brent;  Higuchi,  Dean;  Zito, 
Kelly;  Bowles,  Jack;  Rupp,  Mark;  'R8_documentation_unit_leader@epa.gov' 

Subject:  FW:  EPA  Releases  Internal  Report  on  Gold  King  Mine  Response 


Region  8 locals  have  been  notified. 


'SweetieMarbuiy@DurangoGov.org';  'bgardner@silverton.co.us'; 
'gwen.lachelt@co.laplata.co.us';  'julie.westendorff@co.laplata.co.us'; 

'brad. blake@co.laplata. corns';  'citycouncil@durangogov.org';  'ellen.roberts.senate@state.co.us'; 
jpaul.brown.house@state.co.us';  'chris@frontier.net';  'DeanBrookie@DurangoGov.org'; 
'citycouncil@durangogov.org';  'ChristinaRinderle@DurangoGov.org'; 
'KeithBrant@DurangoGov.org';  'DickWhite@DurangoGov.org' 
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Rebecca  A.  Russo 


Region  8 Congressional  and  Intergovernmental  Liaison 

Office:  303-312-6757 
Cell:  303-204-1930 


From:  Russo,  Rebecca 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  26,  2015  10:38  AM 

Subject:  EPA  Releases  Internal  Report  on  Gold  King  Mine  Response 


Hi  all, 

Below  is  an  EPA  News  Release  that  is  expected  to  be  issued  this  afternoon. 


Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 
Rebecca 


Rebecca  A.  Russo 

Region  8 Congressional  and  Intergovernmental  Liaison 
Office:  303-312-6757 
Cell:  303-204-1930 


EPA  Releases  Internal  Report  on  Gold  King  Mine 
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Response 

WASHINGTON  - Today  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  released  the 
findings  of  an  internal  review  of  the  agency’s  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  incident. 
Led  by  five  EPA  personnel  from  multiple  EPA  regions  and  Headquarters,  the  reviewers 
were  tasked  with  developing  a detailed,  chronological  description  of  events  as  well  as 
identifying  potential  factors  contributing  to  the  release. 

The  report  provides  observations,  conclusions,  and  recommendations  that  regions  may 
apply  to  ongoing  and  planned  site  assessments,  investigations,  and  construction  or 
removal  projects  at  similar  types  of  sites  across  the  country.  EPA  will  implement  all  the 
recommendations  from  the  report  and  has  shared  its  findings  with  external  reviewers. 

In  addition  to  the  internal  review,  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  is  leading  an 
independent  assessment  of  the  factors  that  led  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  incident.  The 
assessment  began  on  Tuesday,  August  18,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  DOI  will  provide  the 
assessment  report  to  EPA  and  the  public  within  60  days.  The  goal  of  DOI’s  independent 
review  is  to  provide  EPA  with  an  analysis  of  the  incident  that  took  place  at  Gold  King 
Mine,  including  the  contributing  causes.  Details  about  the  independent  review  will  be 
made  available  by  DOI  when  they  become  available.  Both  internal  and  external  reviews 
will  help  inform  EPA  with  ongoing  and  planned  site  assessments,  investigations,  and 
construction  or  removal  projects. 

To  read  the  report  and  its  associated  documents: 

http://www2.epa.qov/qoldkinqmine/internal-investiqation-documents 
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